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Mrs. Isabelle Stewart
A Catalyst Involved With Spelman
Mrs. Isabelle Stewart
by Roxie F. Hughes
In between carting off her 
sons to cub scout meetings and 
piano lessons, and attending 
various board meetings, Ms. 
Isabelle Stewart is working on 
a doctorate from the 
University of Pennsylvania 
and is always trying to find 
solutions to problems in 
education.
She has a long standing 
reputation of active in­
volvement in various 
organizations, especially 
those related to education.
Case in point:
Just before she and her 
family left Philadelphia for 
Atlanta last year, she vowed 
never again to “make the mis­
take” of getting too involved in 
her children’s new school in 
Atlanta. It seems that Mrs. 
Stewart was very involved in 
her children’s school in 
Philadelphia, working volun­
tarily on committees.
But once reaching Atlanta, 
she could not ignore the pen­
dulum which she said is “sw­
inging to parental in­
volvement” and is now an ac­
tive board member of Trinity 
School, her children’s new 
school, located in northwest 
Atlanta.
Even now Mrs. Stewart is 
moving toward greater in­
volvement in education as 
Spelman’s First Lady. Ever 
since she and her family 
arrived at the Spelman com­
munity a year and a half ago, 
she has been learning the role 
of the college president’s wife. 
“And I have been figuring out 
what my interpretation was 
going to be,” she said.
“Traditionally, the wife of a 
college president doesn’t work, 
but Dr. Manley’s wife set the 
tone that is compatible with 
Spelman’s image,” she said,
“Spelman women are expected 
to be achievers and to have a 
career.”
Finding this way of thinking 
to be compatible with hers she 
said, “This means I don’t have 
to reconstruct anything.”
Moving toward her own 
career goals, Mrs. Stewart is 
earning a doctoral degree in 
educational reading and for a 
period, was commuting from 
Atlanta to the University of 
Pennsylvania. She said that 
she is now able to handle the 
work “at this end”.
She is currently in the 
process of deciding a thesis 
topic, because her interests 
have shifted since living in a 
college community, she said
“I came to Atlanta expecting 
to do a thesis about illiterate 
adults and children learning to 
read together,” she said. “But I 
Continued on page 6
Singer Extraordinaire: Ms, Robin Brown
If you want to know 
Where I’m going 
Where I’m going, soon 
If anybody asks you 
Where I’m going 
Where I’m going, soon 
Tell them for me that I’m going 
up yonder . . .
by Robyn D. Mahone
It could have begun for Ms. 
Robift Brown when she was 
three years old. Her mother 
used to take her to a toy store 
where there was a little toy 
piano. She wouldn’t go to any 
of the other toys in the store. 
She’d head straight for that 
toy piano.
“My mother stopped taking 
me there because she didn’t 
want me to tear\it up,” Ms. 
Brown said, grinning.
When Mrs. Brown was five 
her uncle bought the little 
piano for her. She’d sit in her 
little comer and play to her 
heart’s content. At age seven 
she had a real piano. She 
began taking lessons when she 
was in the first grade. She had
always played the piano at 
school functions, but one day, 
in junior high school, she was 
asked to sing a solo.
“I’ve always sung in church. 
I did my first real solo when I 
was about five years old. 
That’s been my only love, I’ve 
always loved music,” Ms. 
Brown said.
Ms. Brown, a Spelman 
College junior and music ma­
jor from Vienna, Georgia, is a 
very busy young woman. She 
smiled infectiously, revealing 
rows of white teeth, as she 
talked about the five church 
choirs she plays for and 
directs.
One of them is the Martin 
Luther King Voices of 
Freedom. “Alveda King Beal 
called me at home during the 
Christmas holidays a year ago 
and asked me to get a choir 
together. I said that I’d see 
what I could do.”
She had about a week to get 
it all together before the 
performance. “I called people. 
I pulled people off the streets 
and said, ‘you’re going to sing
in my choir’,” she said laugh­
ing and making a pulling 
motion to show how she’d con­
vinced people to join her.
Ms. Brown said that a lot of 
her notoriety began, here at 
Spelman, after a friend, 
Rodney Cash, heard her 
singing in the Howard Harreld 
lounge on the Spelman cam­
pus in 1975. One Sunday, when 
she was in church Cash asked 
her to sing, impromptu. The 
people must have liked what 
they heard because afterwards 
she began to receive a lot of re­
quests to sing at various 
churches from persons who 
came up to her after the 
service.
The first church she began 
playing for was Jackson 
Memorial. “A friend asked me 
to ‘help’ with the choir.” Ms. 
Brown said that when she got 
there she was greeted with, 
“Oh, you’re the new 
musician!”
“By March I had four choirs. 
In October I started playing at 
Ben Hill United Methodist,” 
she said, “at the request of
Reverend Cornelius 
Henderson.”
One day when Ms. Brown 
was sitting among the 
congregation at a particular 
church, “I said to myself, this 
is the one time I could sit down, 
relax, and enjoy the program. 
The choir walked up to the 
mike, then, someone an-
Students Charge:
Too Few Books 
On Black Women
by Robyn Mahone
Every year many books are 
stolen from Quarles Library in 
Giles Hall on the Spelman 
College campus. Every year 
there are complaints 
catapulted by students and 
faculty because requested 
books that should be contained 
in any library are not there.
The most recent complaint 
to be launched by students 
concerns what they feel are too 
few books by and about 
African-American women in
nounced that the musician had 
taken ill, ‘but I see Ms. Robin 
Brown, I’ll ask her to come on 
up and play’.”
Ms. Brown said that she’d 
heard the choir sing once, four 
or five months ago. As she 
walked towards the front of the 
church, she thought, “What 
Continued on page 7
the Margaret Nabrit Curry 
Collection'which is the special 
womens collection in Quarles 
library. Three students did a 
research project for a class 
with the objective of pointing 
out to the class, school and 
community “the number of 
books in the women’s collec­
tion at Spelman College by 
and about black wpmen or 
women of color,” as stated in 
their 80 page renort
Continued on page 3
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EDITORIAL
Robyn D. Mahone
Drop The Meal Plan?
“We as students feel we have a right to decide whether or not 
we want to be on the meal plan and are demanding that by 
January 8,1978 a letter has been put in every Spelman student’s 
mailbox stating that the mandatory board policy has been 
dropped. If this is not done by the above date we will have to take 
further action.”
The above statement, grammatical errors deleted, was made 
by students who signed themselves The Committee For 
Democracy In Education and was delivered to the office of 
President Stewart before the holidays. The statement was part of 
a letter which, in summation, informed President Stewart that 
the committee had spoken to Business Manager Danny Flan- 
nigan, and were directed to the president’s office.
Upon initial examination of the statement some of you, who 
had not seen the pettition before hand as I had not, might be 
saying, “yea, I should have signed that.” Or, you may be 
pondering.
In any event, there are some things that must be considered 
here. First, contracts. Spelman College has a yearly contract 
with Campus Chefs, the food service utilized by Spelman. Unless 
Spelman wishes to face a possible lawsuit Spelman would not 
want to break that contract while it is in effect. Perhaps the com­
mittee and those who signed the pettition would not have re­
quired such an unreasonable deadline as January 8,1978 if this 
had been considered or known.
My natural instincts tell methatitis wrong to force students to 
accept a meal plan which they do not desire. However, one thing 
to take into consideration is this: The amount of money charged 
by Campus Chefs is based upon the volume of students on the 
meal plan. The money we pay for board goes towards this 
service. If a large number of students dropped the meal plan the 
amount of money paid by students who remain on the plan will 
more than likely increase. Would those of us who remain on the 
meal plan be financially able to willing to accept a possible $200 
to $300 increase in board?
I think that we should look for alternatives. Alternatives that 
would not cost students an arm and a leg. I think that the root of 
the problem lies in the fact that many students find the food 
unappetizing. I personally think the food is O.K. for several 
weeks but becomes repetitious after that. I think that there 
should be more of a variety. I do not think that any snap 
judgements should be made but that you, the students, should 
look at all of the possible alternatives and analyze them, which is 
what the administration is doing at the moment.
The editorial page belongs to you. It is the page where you can 
air your views on anything under the sun. I would like to hear 
your views concerning the cafeteria. I am sure that the ad­
ministration would also. Let the change that comes be one that 
you sanction. Do not let the decision be made for you.
Drop a few lines to the Spelman Spotlight, P. O. Box 50. T he 
deadline for the next issue is February 8, 1978 at 12 noon.
Beseiged with Notices
After receiving several notices from the Career Library asking 
me to return a borrowed Graduate Record Examination study 
book, I decided to go by the Career Library and explain to 
whomever it concerned that I had returned the GRE book.
I presented myself to the persons in charge of loaning books. I 
explained to them that I had returned the book before the due 
date and that the incessant notices were unjustified.
After several minutes of confusion and fumbling around with 
the “check-out card” I was told that I would not receive anymore 
notices.
I have received another notice and once again presented my 
position to the persons in charge. Needless frustration is 
unhealthy. So, Career Library, get the process organized and 
let’s be together to avoid needless frustration.
Brenda Cleveland
Students:
Afraid To Be Committed?
“They (black college 
students) have little or no 
respect for knowledge and 
learning and often exhibit a 
certain contempt for anything 
involving intellectual 
achievements.”
Dr. E. Franklin Frazier
From: The New Negro Thirty 
Years Afterward
by Pamela D. James
Dr. Frazier expressed this 
sentiment concerning the 
black middle class in America 
some twenty years ago. He des­
cribed this new middle class as 
living in a carnival world, 
separating themselves from 
reality. This black middle 
class is only interested in ob­
taining status through 
material possessions. 
Knowledge and learning for its 
own sake are of little conse­
quence for this class.
Our generation of college 
students is, in many ways, 
highly symbolic of Frazier’s 
statement. There are many of
Letter To The Editor
Campus Security?
Dear Editor:
I am quite concerned about 
the inadequacy of the security 
here on Spelman’s campus. 
The reasons for these inade­
quacies are unknown to me, 
but certainly need 
explanation. I realize how easy 
it is to criticize without “know­
ing all the facts”. But, when 
these deficiencies reach a point 
where the purpose is 
defeated—then that’s the time 
someone needs to speak up and 
complain.
Several serious incidents 
have happened to me this 
semester regarding our inef­
ficient security and com­
plaints have been filed about 
them, all to no avail.
In October I sprained my 
foot and ankle and dislocated 
my knee. My friends had to 
literally carry me around the 
night the incident occurred. 
The next morning, I actually 
could not walk at all. The in­
firmary told me that a security 
guard would come to carry me 
to the infirmary. The security 
guards were called and one of 
them informed us that, “I can’t 
make anyone carry her down 
the steps.” But why did the in­
firmary tell me that they would 
help me? That was merely un­
concerned irresponsibility.
Another incident happened 
to a friend of mine. She woke 
up one morning to find a big 
dent in her new car. No note 
was left on the windshield. She 
was sure it was a “hit and 
run.” It was. But not by a 
student or just another driver, 
one of our own dependable
us who are attending college 
because it is a means to an end. 
Learning just to learn serves 
little interest of many here . . . 
What is especially tragic about 
this revelation is that many 
students would rather go 
through life constantly seek­
ing status, emulating the 
upper classes in society as 
their role model.
As we search for that status, 
however, we often lose face 
with reality; in essence we 
forget who we are and where 
we came from. We have no real 
commitmentin life. We shun at 
extreme movements, which 
might cut into our piece of the 
“pie” before it’s destroyed. 
This is just an example of the 
lack of commitment we have. 
This lack of commitment often 
comes in the form of com­
mitment to oneself and to one’s 
race. Many students today 
exhibit neither.
As the old year has gone and 
a new one is here, it should be 
our task to be reflective for a 
moment, to think about the 
things we have done in the
guards did the damage. Her 
car had a sticker so they knew 
who she was and where she 
lived. They couldn’t even 
explain how the damage was 
done.
There was smoke in Howard- 
Harreld one night. Many of the 
residents actually thought 
that there was a serious fire. 
None of the fire alarms 
worked! One guard calmly 
strolls up to the dorm ten 
minutes after everyone had 
evacuated. There was reason 
for alarm, and had the fire 
been more serious, a lot of 
damage would have been done. 
Again, grave incompetency.
Many nights I have driven 
on campus only to discover 
that I didn’t need a key. The 
door is left open, not by the 
dorm residents but by the 
security guards! Ironic, huh? 
They justify this by saying, 
“We don’t have any more 
keys.” Why not have more 
keys made or pick up the ones 
in the key deposit box? Maybe 
that takes too much time and 
effort. I have even met three 
men driving up to the dorm at 
1:30 a.m. with no women in the 
car. How did they ever get 
passed the guard sleeping at 
the main gate?
I am sure that these are.only 
a few of the serious incidents 
that have happened because of 
a job very poorly done. My only 
hope is that this letter will 
make students more aware of 
how unsafe they really are on 
Spelman’s campus.
Angela R. Simpson
past year. Only this way can 
we learn from our mistakes 
and capitalize on our 
achievements. Also, this is the 
only way to growth as in­
dividuals.
There is nothing wrong with 
being committed to improving 
one’s status in society. We 
should desire to improve our 
plight. However, we must also 
be committed to the reduction 
of our ignorance as in­
dividuals, through whatever 
means available. To be com­
mitted is to want to grow, to 
learn about ourselves and our 
people, to understand why we 
must work so hard and receive 
so little in return. In total, we 
must be committed to finding 
truth. Without it, our world 
becomes a carnival delusion in 
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Someone You Ought To Know...
Dr. Ana Grant
by Sheron Covington
In today’s society, many 
people search far and wide for 
a person who embodies their 
hopes, dreams and ideas of life. 
Unfortunately, the selected 
few often are counterfeit and 
are an inadequate source of 
inspiration. If we would only 
take the time to look around in 
our backyard, we would dis­
cover just what we are looking 
for.
The AUC should consider 
itself lucky in having a person 
of such acclaim as Dr. Ana 
Grant. Dr. Grant has 
dedicated the greater part of 
her life to the research of the 
black American family and
she is one of the few black 
women in the United States to 
obtain a doctorate in 
sociology.
Possessing great
perseverance, she left her rural 
town, via academic 
scholarships and fellowships 
to various colleges and 
universities, until finally get­
ting her Ph.D. from 
Washington State University.
The reasons behind her 
strong interest in black family 
life stems from the lack of ac­
curate literature on the subject. 
Growing up in a black family 
she knew it would be wrong to 
sit idly by. As educated black
women, Dr. Grant suggests 
that we should “do our own 
research and writing and do 
not depend on anyone else to 
tell the story.”
Currently, Dr. Grant heads 
the Institution for Study of the 
Black Family, which is housed 
on the campus of Morehouse 
College. The list of her 
achievements and
organizational affiliations are 
endless, in addition to 
numerous publications which 
deal with black family life. In 
conjunction with her 
publications, Dr. Grant added 
“the limited research that has 
been done merely confirms the 
statistics of illegitimacy, 
desertion, economic dependen­
cy, single parent families and 
female heads of households. 
The higher achievement goals
are often overlooked by white 
researchers, but they exist.”
Happily married and the 
mother of two teenage girls, 
Dr. Grant feels that black 
people have strong ties to one 
another. These feelings are 
amplified to a larger extent in 
her advocacy of Pan- 
Africanism. “It is a fact of his­
tory, that we originated in 
Africa. We cannot raise 
ourselves without the group. 
None of us are safe ’till all of us 
are safe. None of us are free ’till 
all of us are free.”
Dr. Grant is a very learned 
and scholarly woman; 
regardless of her status and 
prominence, she still com­
municates with immense 
warmth and sincerity. As a 
final statement, Dr. Grant 
challenged the students of the 
AUC with these words, 
“become more scholarly and 
take the reins of responsibility 
into the future.”




CAUTION: Hamburgers may 
be hazardous to your LIFE!
In fact, practically all of the 
products of our fast-food in­
dustry are causing an increase 
in malnutrition (eating not 
enough of the right foods) here 
in America making the U.S. 
populous more and more 
susceptible to ill health and 
disease. Cancer, heart disease, 
and those newly discovered 
diseases that are rapidly 
beginning to take their toll on 
the American population can 
be attributed to poor nutrition 
resulting in moving your body 
farther and farther away from 
its natural state of balance 
necessary for life. 
Nutritionists know it. The 
government knows it. Now it’s 
time that you read about it in 
the seventh anniversary issue 
of THE BLACK COLLEGIAN 
MAGAZINE, the National 
Magazine of Black College 
Students.
Too Few Books On Black Women
Continued from page 1
76 pages of which contained a 
bibliography.
In this time of ostensible 
nation-wide student apathy it 
is certainly refreshing and en­
couraging to see students take 
the initiative to seek out what 
they feel is a wrong. To 
transform a class project into a 
personal interest in the 
interest of the entire Spelman 
family is certainly commen­
dable.
The students surveyed the 
shelves, only, in gathering 
their data, and did not consult 
the card catalog because, as 
one student said, “We wanted 
to take into account that which 
was actually on the shelves,” 
because none of those books 
were supposed to be checked 
out. The students were told, by 
Spelman librarians, that this 
was the wrong way to go about 
it. It was charged that the 
students did not take into ac­
count the fact that many books 
are borrowed by faculty and 
not returned and, worse still, 
books from the collection are 
very often stolen.
Ms. Mexico Micklebury, 
head librarian, said, “everyth­
ing that has come in here 
about black women, I have 
ordered it.”
“You don’t have that many 
coming out. Books In Print 
had one, one book on Afro- 
American women in 1976 and 
in the ’77 supplement in 
March,” said Ms. Micklebury, 
not taking into account books 
on other women of color.
Theft is certainly a terrible 
problem. Some of the books 
students steal go out of print in 
a couple of years. When the 
library wants to replace them 
they can’t be found.
They don’t reprint all of 
them,” Ms. Micklebury em­
phasized, “just the outstan­
ding ones.”
Every year the library has 
had to purchase Zora Neal 
Hurstons, There Eyes Were 
Watching God because the 
book would be stolen by some 
unscruplous student.
The library as a whole has a 
big security problem. It was 
suggested to Ms. Micklebury 
that the bags of students leav­
ing the library be checked.
“I have been begging library 
assistants to do that for years 
and years and years,” she said. 
“They are reluctant to ask 
peers to see their bags and the 
students give them a hard 
time.”
Ms. Micklebury also com­
plains that the entrance and 
exits are too many for check 
points. She suggests that the 
two class rooms on the library 
floor be converted into rooms 
for library use. Her plan would 
also require that the elevator 
be rerouted so that it does not 
stop on the library floor (the 
library is located on the first 
floor). She also suggests bloc­
king off doors and using only 
one entrance. In this way, Ms. 
Micklebury believes, security 
would be tightened.
Ms. Micklebury maintains 
that when it comes to money 
the library is at the end of 
everything. Proposals have 
been submitted for grants that 
would enhance and enlarge 
the collection on African- 
American women and also 
provide the additional security 
needed.
“Students (library as­
sistants) have very good 
friends whom they sometimes 
let get away with murder,” 
said Ms. Micklebury.
Ms. Micklebury has specific 
complaints against the 
faculty. “Approximately nine 
tenths of the faculty have
never set foot in the library 
and don’t know what’s there. 
They don’t recommend books 
to be placed there. Many of 
them stand up in front of their 
class and tell their students to 
go to Georgia State and other 
libraries.
“These people who insist 
upon departmental libraries 
are dissipating the library. I 
would like to have the faculty 
far more involved. I can count 
them on my hands, the people 
who regularly come in here 
and make reccomendations,” 
said Ms. Micklebury.
Meanwhile, the students 
who took on the project of 
analyzing the women’s collec­
tion, and other students who 
were members of that class, 
met with Ms. Micklebury and 
faculty members who make up 
the tentativly named Friends 
Of The Library Society. The 
students are interested in 
initiating a drive to obtain 
donations of books by or about 
African-American women and 
other women of color. They 
also wish to raise funds for the 
same purpose. However, this 
idea was rejected by Ms. Mic­
klebury who maintains that 
Spelman’s President Donald 
M. Stewart, asked that the 
development of a project of this 
kind be called to a halt because 
of plans to launch a major 
centennial fund raising drive 
for the college in 1981.
However, if you are a student 
(or faculty) book thief and 
would like to reform, or, if you 
are simply an interested 
student, you are encouraged to 
join the (tentatively named) 
Friends of the Library Society.
Quarles Library can only be 
what you the students let it be.






The first edition of Spelman’s 
Songs was published.
1926
The beginning of the Spelman 
College Glee Club Christmas 
concert. 22 members gave an 
impressive recital.
1934
The University Players 
opened the dramatic season 




Yes, five contemporary 
black female writers are to 
appear on the Spelman College 
campus by way of the writings 
of Toni Morrison (Song Of 
Solomon), Alice Walker 
(Meridion), Nikki Giovanni 
(Gemini), Ntosake Shange 
(For Colored Girls Who 
Have Considered Suicide 
When The Rainbow Is 
Enough) and Toni Cade Bam- 
bara (The Seabirds Are 
Alive).
The course, Five Contem­
porary Black Women Writers, 
will begin January 19th at 2:25 
pm on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and will be taught 
by Ms. Bambara. Six other 
works of the five writers will be 
analyzed which will include 
an examination of the body of 
criticisms and reviews of their 
works. Their position within 
the tradition of African 
American Literature will also 
be examined. In addition, the 
works of these women will be 
used as guides into the body of 
literature produced by black
1940
Dovey Johnson, First 
Lieutenant in the, Woman’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps, and 
thé Spelman class of ’38, 
talked in Sisters Chapel about 
the war.
1946
A broadcast of Christmas 
carols and black Christmas 
folk songs were presented over 
the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, by Morehouse, 
Spelman, and Atlanta 
University students.
women as a whole, especially 
in the last decade.
Last semester Ms. Bambara 
conducted an evening seminar 
in literature and film based on 
the roles and images of black 
women. Among the films 
shown for that class were: 
Lucia (Cuban), Bush Mama 
(USA), The Battle Of 
Algiers and Aluta Con- 
tinua. Ms. Bambara hopes to 
make these films available 
again this semester if the 
budget allows.
Ms. Bambara is also con­
ducting a Creative Writing 
Workshop at Clark College for 
credit or pon-credit. The Class 
will meet on Wednesdays from 
4 to 6 pm.
Ms. Bambara is at Spelman 
temporarily as a result of a 
grant made available to 
Spelman by Atlanta’s Bureau 
of Cultural and International 
Affairs.
Call Toni Cade Bambara at 
home, 755-4371, or at her 
Spelman office, extention 345, 
for additional information.
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Dr. Jane Browning
President Stewart’s Busy Assistant
By Avy D. Long
In spite of her fast-paced, 
demanding schedule, an aura 
of lightness and pleasantness 
emanates from the new As­
sistant to the President which 
reveals a positive attitude 
toward her work. Dr. Jane 
Browning’s duties range from 
answering letters to attending 
committee meetings and mak­
ing policy decisions for the 
college.
When she gets to her office
Ms. Toni Cade Bambara On Spelman
4A Third World Ethnic Department Is Needed’
by Brenda Cleveland
Immense changes are 
needed to turn Spelman into a 
21st century institution, said 
Toni Cade Bambara Tuesday 
night, Dec. 6.
Ms. Bambara, a visiting 
instructor in the English 
Department at Spelman 
College, said in an interview, 
“Spelman does not reflect a 
recognition of the black 
agenda yet.”
Ms. Bambara, with a very 
serious facial expression, said 
not only should we study 
Anglo-Saxons but a third 
world ethnic department is 
needed in which we address is­
sues concerning Africans, 
Chicanos, or simply other 
people of color.
When asked why she is at 
Spelman, Ms. Bambara 
replied that it is very difficult 
to get into a black college. She 
said that the many sisters here 
made her come to Spelman.
Using many hand gestures 
and carefully expressing her 
thoughts, Ms. Bambara said 
she would revamp the entire
Ms. Laura English Robinson
Makes Music In The Air
by Nancy West 
In 1969, Mrs. Laura English 
Robinson graduated from 
Spelman College with a degree 
in music. Now she is a lyric 
singer of opera and the As­
sistant Professor of Voice in 
our music department.
After graduating from 
Spelman, Mrs. Robinson 
furthered her career in singing 
by training in opera and 
recitals at the Conservatory of 
Music in Cinncinnati. A native 
of Atlanta, she says that she 
began her career at an early 
age by singing in the choir at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. 
From there, she joined the 
young people’s concert choir 
sponsored by the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra. While a 
senior at Spelman, Mrs. Robin­
son sang at a concert in 
Sister’s Chapel. She feels that 
this was the actual start of her 
singing career.
This past summer, Mrs.
each morning, there is a stack 
of material, at least a foot high, 
from the President that she 
has to examine for him. The 
material consists of different 
stacks that may be on any of 
these subjects: the role of 
Spelman College in the A.U. 
Center, the college’s budgeting 
agency in Tennessee, or the 
Educational Policy Com­
mittee. Along with each stack 
is a note which may say this, “I 
wanted to look through this
curriculum at Spelman so that 
each department would have a 
research program. She is 
presently conducting a 
research course at Atlanta 
University and is also writing 
a novel.
Concerning the present 
image of blacks in the media, 
with wit and pleasant humor, 
Ms. Bambara said, “We are be­
ing portrayed as we have 
always been portrayed—as 
comics, as fools, as victims, as 
careless.”
However, occasionally when 
blacks have been in a position 
to project images, they have 
gotten more realistic and full 
dimensional, casting usable 
portraits, she said.
In regards to the present 
situation of blacks in this 
country, “We are still op­
pressed, still locked in at the 
economical, political and 
social scale,” Ms. Bambara 
said.
She said blacks need to 
develop a national party. In 
other words an independent 
black political party is needed.
“If for no other reason, with
Robinson was awarded a 
scholarship to study at 
Tanglewood, an
internationally renowned 
concentrated program of study 
in music, sponsored by the 
Berkshire Music Center. She 
studied under famed opera 
singer, Ms. Phyllis Curtin, 
now a professor of Music at 
Yale University. The program 
at Tanglewood consisted of 26 
participants who had to 
audition for their chance to 
study at Tanglewood. Mrs. 
Robinson’s participation in 
the program consisted of 8 
weeks of study, 2 voice recitals, 
and a vocal interpretation.
At the Southeastern District 
Metropolitan Auditions in its 
’74 and ’75 season, Mrs. Robin­
son was awarded auditions 
with the Metropolitan Opera 
Company in New York. She 
also spent a summer in Aus­
tria, in 1976, studying at the
but I don’t have the time, read 
it for me and summarize.” Or it 
may say this: “Jane, here’s the 
background on a project.” Or 
this: “Please, take care of this 
for me since you know more 
about it than I do.”
One of the committees that 
Dr. Browning is a member of is 
the Educational Policy and 
Planning Committee. This 
committee is responsible for 
handling such things as ad­
ministrative policy and the
a party we can move in a more 
unified fashion. We have been 
trying to develop this since the 
first Colored People’s Conven­
tion,” she said.
Reflecting on President 
Carter, Ms. Bambara said how 
effective has Carter been is not 
significant.
“The real issue is do we have 
leverage to make him effective 
in the interest of black people. 
The answer to that is we have 
more power than we realize 
and more power than we use. 
Twenty-seven millions of 
people unified have more 
power than a president 
anyway,” said Ms. Bambara.
“The South African question 
is the most important issue in 
the international forum. 
That’s to say how that struggle 
is resolved will determine the 
political, economical and 
social arrangement in the 21st 
century for all people,” Ms. 
Bambara said.
She said there is nothing on 
the agenda of black people in 
America at this point in time 
and history more important 
than “supporting those
American Institute of 
American Studies.
Mrs. Robinson has been con­
fronted by agents in Europe as­
king her to establish a 
European opera career. 
However, Mrs. Robinson’s 
goal is to go to Europe and 
train, but come back to the 
United States to audition for 
major opera houses in 
America.
When asked about the future 
of black women in opera, Mrs. 
Robinson replied, “The future 
for Black women in opera is 
wide open.” Although opera 
and entertainment singers 
differ a great degree, blacks 
are becoming established as 
operatic and performance 
singers.” Mrs. Robinson con­
tinued by saying, “Blacks still 
have to be double prepared in 
whatever field they’re in. I 
don’t think anything is open to 
anyone who is not prepared.”
curriculum. It meets for an en­
tire semester to prepare the 
curriculum for the following 
semester.
Dr. Browning’s daily routine 
involves paper work in her of­
fice and meetings. The nature 
of this paper work and 
meetings could best be des­
cribed by an understanding of 
the duties of the Assistant to 
the President. Her major res­
ponsibilities include assisting 
the President with general
progressive forces in South 
Africa that are pushing for 
total control of that country’s 
human and material 
resources.”
Ms. Bambara is a well- 
known black writer, lecturer 
and critic. She is the author of 
such works as The Black 
Woman, Gorilla, My Love 
and others. She has had 
numerous short stories 
published. She is affiliated 
with many organizations such 
as the National Council of the 
Author’s League of America. 
She is a member of the 
Editorial Advisory Board of 
Essence magazine and 
others.
In response to the question 
of accomplishments, Ms. Bam­
bara said that she has helped 
to develop people in that she 
has helped them to develop 
their talents and insights and 
to move on. She said she has 
tried to project health—a good 
mental, spiritual,
psychological, economical and 
military state of being. She has 
tried to create a 
wholesomeness about the
Mrs. Robinson concluded by 
asserting that, “As a black as­
piring performer, I’d like the 
students to look at the ac­
complishments made in 
opera — you have to be 
prepared.”
Mrs. Robinson takes her
Mrs. Laura English Robinson
college management. This 
position requires representing 
the President in his absence 
and assisting the President in 
major policy decisions. The As­
sistant to the President is a 
member of selected committees 
and is responsible for research 
related to policy issues.
Duties of the Assistant to the 
President are not limited to 
this campus or even to this 
city. Monday and Tuesday of 
Continued on page 7
future for black people.
Ms. Bambara’s continued 
position at Spelman depends 
upon a grant from the 
National Endowment For The 
Arts. Whether she is hired in 
the spring or not, she said she 
will continue to participate in 
the development of Spelman 
students in whatever way she 
is allowed to.
Her future plans consist of 
establishing a film production 
institute for young people 
before they’re 10. She said they 
need to be competent in such 
an area by this age.
Also, she would like to con­
duct a course in literary 
antecedents. “By that,” she 
said, “I mean making clear 
that the Great Art tradition 
rest on folk material. It is 
extremely important for 
students coming out of black 
institutions to be well- 
grounded in the black aes­
thetics. The degree to which 
our English majors, for exam­
ple, know only the Anglo- 
Saxon tradition is the degree 
that cultural maintenance is 
threatened.”
musical experience as a total 
value. “I always bring the 
experiences from my summer 
operatic travels back to 
Spelman.” The Spelman music 
department should be very 
proud to have one of “their 
own” among them.
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Elementary School Girls Seek Personal Fulfillment
by India Burton
With the advent of women’s 
rights, women from all age 
groups and economic 
backgrounds have become 
more aware of their position in 
society. They have gradually 
turned their heads from goals 
of domestic importance to 
those centered on personal 
fulfillment.
One group that has been 
caught up in the same set of 
changing values is elementary 
school students. To a surpris­
ing degree, these children have 
begun to assume the same at­
titudes as their more mature 
sisters. In an interview con­
ducted at M. Agnes Jones
Elementary School, their 
changing social values were 
vividly presented.
The questionnaire, which 
centered around career goals, 
the family, and women’s 
rights, showed that these 
young black women displayed 
a definite trend toward 
personal independence. In the 
past, black elementary school 
girls could be counted upon to 
have goals of being a teacher, a 
hairdresser, or a nurse. Now, 
however, the students in this 
age group have expanded their 
objectives. When asked, “What 
do you want to be when you 
grow up?”, the students res­
ponded with the following: a
teacher, a secretary, a 
psychiatrist, a nurse, a lawyer, 
a dentist, a judge, an interior 
decorator, an anthropologist 
and a doctor.
The girls unanimously en­
dorsed women’s liberation 
ideas. Although they were not 
totally sure of what the 
movement represented, they 
were firm in their belief that 
they should receive the same 
job, benefits and salary as a 
man if they were equally 
qualified for a task.
In questioning the girls 
about marriage, only 39% 
favored it. For the girls who 
did not want to get married,
their responses showed rare 
perception and insight. These 
fifth and sixth graders gave 
answers like these: “No, I don’t 
want to get married. I want to 
see the world first.” or “No, I 
don’t want a man to mess up 
my life.” or “No, I want to es­
tablish my own career and be 
happy with myself.” or “No, I 
like myself.” These young 
answers seem to be the words 
of their college-level 
counterparts more so than the 
opinions of 11 and 12 year olds.
Although marriage was not 
high oh their list of priorities, 
90% of the girls wanted to 
someday have children. They 
were willing to-give up the
traditional concept of a family 
in favor of their own 
ideological concepts.
If these children displayed 
the general trend for black 
elementary school girls, the 
future of black womanhood
has little to worry about. The 
notion has been adopted that 
they can be whatever they 
want to be despite sexual or 
racial basis. Their ideas have 
taken time in coming, but the
time is coming when their 
ideas can be an assumed part 
of society. The only question 
now is whether or not they will 
make their dreams become 
realities.
101 Year Old Remembers Spelman
Ms. Annie Alexander visited 
the Spelman College campus 
as a guest of the Images of 
Women in Black Literature 
class taught by Ms. Toni Cade 
Bambara, writer in residence. 
She was also brought in as 
part of a project for the class 
presented by Ms. Isabel 
Stewart, wife of the President 
of Spelman College Donald M. 
Stewart, in the Stewart’s 
home.
by Robyn D. Mahone
“I’m just so glad that I was 
allowed to live and see 
Spelman blossom.”
The above is a statement, 
made by Ms. Annie Alexander. 
Ms. Alexander has lived a 
whole lot of history; that of 
Atlanta and that of Spelman. 
She was 101 years old on 
December 11, 1977.
“I didn’t have the op­
portunities that some had. I 
didn’t finish any of the grades.
I would come back and forth,” 
Ms. Alexander said.
She Remembers Giles and 
Packard
Ms. Alexander attended 
Spelman during the time 
before it had become a liberal 
arts college. When she 
attended Spelman, women 
were being taught such things 
as tailoring, typesetting, 
nursing, etc. Though Ms. 
Alexander did not graduate, 
she maintains that what she 
did get at Spelman has meant 
so much to her in her lifetime. 
She brought to memory her 
conversations with Ms. 
Harriet Giles and her im­
pressions of her and Ms. 
Sophia Packard, the founders 
of Spelman College.
“Ms. Giles was such a sweet 
lady. She would come and talk 
to you, and you wouldn’t think 
that she was a principal. Ms. 
Giles used to say, ‘one hour’s 
study is worth five dollars to 
any of you. Now you all study 
all you can.’ Ms. Packard was
a bit of a different person,” Ms. 
Alexander said laughing, “but 
she was a kind-hearted woman 
too.”
She remembers Dubois and 
Booker T.
Ms. Alexander said that 
once, when she hadn’t been to 
see Ms. Giles for a while, Ms. 
Giles said to her, “Well Annie, 
you haven’t been to see me 
lately.” And Ms. Alexander 
said, “Well, there was just so 
many around, I just thought I 
wouldn’t come.”
Ms. Giles chided Ms. 
Alexander good-naturedly, 
telling her that she could come 
around anytime.
“In an ordinary way I might 
tell you something of my life. I 
think it’s been kind of different 
from others in a way. My 
family was such that I didn’t 
have much play time. As a 
youngster coming up it was 
just work, work, work!
“I was about the oldest in my 
family. In those days things 
were very, very hard to get. I 
helped my sisters and brothers 
and I did what I could for them. 
Being the oldest in my family,
I was what you call the bread 
winner.”
Ms. Alexander has a lot to 
say about the earlier years of 
her life. She said that she does 
not think that we younger 
people can understand the 
hardships that were upon our 
people then.
“I don’t think you would 
understand, having been liv­
ing in such a nice situation like 
it is now, where you have 
organizations and such to help 
poor people.
“I was mostly a domestic. 
All I could remember was 
working for someone else and 
my family needing the 
money.”
One of the families Ms. 
Alexander worked for was that 
of W.E.B. DuBois. She cared 
for his children. Ms. Alexander 
gave her impressions of him.
“I think Dr. DuBois was a 
very fine man but he wasn’t 
pleasant, he wasn’t easy to get 
acquainted with. But he was a 
very well educated man and a 
very nice man.”
Ms. Alexander was asked if 
she had heard any of the 
famous speeches by Booker T. 
Washington. Wes I did, I 
heard that wonderful speech 
he made. Yes, Booker T. was a 
great man. They said Dr. 
DuBois was for higher 
education and that Dr. 
Washington was for physical 
education, you know, trades. 
We needed them both.”
Ms. Alexander recalls 
hearing, when she was a 
young girl, stories told her by 
her grandmother about 
slavery. “She said that when 
she was a little girl, and in 
slavery, she had a mistress 
who was just very, very bad. 
She would whip her so bad 
that, when she finished, they 
had to take the splinters out of 
her flesh. Later on she got 
another mistress and she lived 
better.
“I just said, Grandma, I 
don’t see how you stood it! Why 
didn’t you just run away! I just 
didn’t understand that she 
couldn’t run away.
“I remember when I was 
very young there used to be an 
old lady in the neighborhood. 
She used to say, ‘Annie, I like 
you. You are my girl and I 
don’t want you to be a foot mat 
for anybody.’ And that’s what 
I’ve tried to live by. I don’t 
want to be a foot mat for 
anybody.”
Ms. Alexander recalls that 
Atlanta “was just a bitter 
place” after emancipation. She 
also recalls a riot that took 
place during her day, in which 
a lot of lynching occurred.
“If you got mad because they 
called you aunt, they’d put you 
in jail. If you sat in the seat, 
they’d put you in jail. There’s
just so much difference now. 
“Hoke Smith wanted to be
governor. He excited the 
people by saying the colored 
men wanted to marry the 
white women and he just put 
fire into the hearts of the 
people.
“I think things were 
different ever since that riot. I 
think that riot brought the 
attention of the whole country 
to Atlanta. That was a terrible 
riot. One of my cousins died in 
it.”
The health situation in 
Atlanta was not at all good for 
blacks in Atlanta then. Ms. 
Alexander said that for 
someone black and living in 
Atlanta to become sick was 
very unfortunate.
“It was very sad. That was 
one of my troubles. My people 
were sickly and I had to stay 
home and nurse them. 
Sometimes you didn’t get any 
attention at all. There wasn’t 
too many colored doctors. It 
wasn’t easy on the family who 
had sickness.”
Ms. Alexander recalls a trip 
to Grady Memorial Hos­
pital and a conversation she 
had with a man there:
“I went down to Grady Hos­
pital one day and a man said to 
another who was standing 
next to him, ‘you see that 
woman, she’ll be 100 years old 
at such a such a time. ’ The man 
who was told this said to Ms.
Alexander, ‘Well, you’ve lived 
a long time. What President do 
you think was the greatest 
President that ever lived?’ I 
said, ‘Abraham Lincoln, he 
took the shackles off!’ And the
man, he was just 
dumbfounded. I guess he 
thought I was going to say 
Carter or somebody.”
Ms. Alexander met a man in 
church when she was 49 years 
old (“I could have been in my 
50s”). She said, “I didn’t have 
any relations or anything, so I
said that I guess this is just 
about my best chance.”
They were married and 
lived together happily for 
eight years, “and had a great 
married life.”
One hundred years old and 
still going strong. Ms. 
Alexander said, “I don’t think 
I’ve lost so very much in not be­
ing able to enjoy youth as most 
people do. I think that my last 
years have been my best. I 
think that it has made me a 
better person. I think that it 
has helped me to stand the 
storms that have come about 
me.
“I think that the ad­
vancement that the colored 
people have made is 
wonderful. Spelman and the 
other institutions have been a 




Three Spelman College 
seniors have had their 
scholarships amounting to $1,- 
000 each renewed by the 
Burroughs Corporation. The 
Burroughs scholarships are 
awarded to students whose 
careers are geared towards the 
Data Industry in their junior 
or senior years of college or in 
graduate study. The 
scholarship program was 
initiated in the Atlanta 
University Center institutions 
in the school year of 1972-73.
The students whose 
scholarships have been 
renewed are Ms. Andrea Bat­
tle, Los Angeles, California, a 
senior majoring in 
mathematics; Ms. Karen Ken­
drick, Prairie View,-Texas, a 
senior majoring in computer 
science; and Ms. Verdita Craft, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, a 
senior majoring in 
mathematics.
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African Recipes
When You’re Tired
Of The Same OT Big Bird
Lobotomy
Beale Street is being destroyed
instead of Black People living
Black People’s lives
there will be little pointed stones
bearing little stores and shops
glistening with newness
and probably a lot of strangers
who never smelled chitlins cookin
or lived in boardin houses
or suffered through hair-pressing
or shared Black Love at all
If we are lucky, w.c. handy will survive
as one of bressler’s thirty-one flavors
but, at least he will survive
which is more than can be said for Beale Street
or for us either, maybe, if we let
Beale Street die without protest
joyce maria winters
by Tamasha Ujuzi
Ready to knock some spice 
into your life? Try one of these 
recipes for a pleasant change 
for your ‘Spelman-cafeteria- 
dried-out-palate’. I definitely 
recommend the “Wat” from
*
I have done all that i could
for your language
i took the cold, colorless stone
that you forced down my throat
and rounded it into smooth curves
to fit my lips, voice, and mind
but, you’re still not satisfied






you tell me to speak “correctly” and 
to stop abusing THE language
Please understand that if
your words do not come easily to my lips
it is because






Jan. 27 Spelman vs. Clark College
Feb. 7 Spelman vs. Georgia Baptist
Feb. 18 Spelman vs. Armstrong College of Savannah
Away
Dec. 20 Spelman vs. Clark College
Jan. 24 Spelman vs. Georgia Baptist 
Feb. 14 Spelman vs. Georgia Tech 
Feb. 20 Spelman vs. Morris Brown
DORO WAT (Ethiopia)
(to serve 4)
2'/2 to 3 lb chicken, cut into 8 
serving pieces 
2 tbls. strained lemon juice 
2 tsps. salt
2 cups finely chopped onions 
14 cup niter kebbeh (below)
1 tbl. finely chopped garlic
1 tsp. chopped and scraped 
ginger root
14 tsp. fenugreek seeds, 
pulverized with a mortar and 
pestle (or with back of spoon) 
% tsp. ground cardamom 
‘/s tsp. ground nutmeg 
XA cup bebere
2 tbls. paprika
XA cup dry white or red wine
% cup water
4 hard-cooked eggs 
fresh ground black pepper
Pat chicken dry and rub with 
pieces of lemon juice and salt. 
Let sit at room temperature for 
30 minutes.
In an ungreased heavy 3-4 
quart enameled casserole, cook 
the onions until they’re soft 
and dry.
Stir in niter kebbeh, when it 
begins to splutter, stir in 
garlic, ginger, fenugreek, 
cardamon and nutmeg, stir
Mrs. Stewart A Catalyst Involved
Continued from page 1 
have been intrigued by figur­
ing out ways to help students 
read, study and retain 
textbook material. I work best 
with immediate problems.”
Mrs. Stewart has become in­
volved in other academic 
aspects of Spelman and has 
regularly attended an “Images 
of Black Women in Literature” 
class taught by Toni Cade 
Bambara, writer-in-residence.
“I did it to get some notion of 
what students were thinking 
these days,” she said. 
Although first feeling a “bit of 
a generational foreigner”, she 
said she now feels comfortable 
in her knowledge of where 
students stand on issues.
“I found a great deal of 
student awareness on the roles
Ethiopia. It will make your 
knees knock, your eyes pop 
and I guarantee you it will 
clean up all acne within 10 
seconds ... yes, it is hot!! But, it 
is zeee Bomb!
As for the others, your guess 
is just as good as mine. But if
well after each. Add the 
berbere and paprika and stir 
for 2-3 minutes. Pour in wine
and water and still stirring br­
ing to boil over high heat. Cook 
uncovered for 5 min., or until 
heavy cream.
Drop chicken (dry) into 
sauce, coating all sides. 
Reduce heat to lowest point for 
15 min.
Putting fork holes in eggs, 
add to sauce, cover and cook 15 
mins, or until meat is very 
tender. Sprinkle with pepper 
and dig in!
FRIED PLANTAIN CUBES 
(West Africa)
2 medium-sized firm ripe plan­
tains
>/2 tsp. ground ginger
XA tsp. ground hot red pepper
1 tsp. salt
1 cup peanut oil
Peel plantains and cut in V2 
Scooping out seeds and cut into 
I/2 inch cubes. Mix ginger, red 
pepper and salt in a bowl, drop 
in plantain and coat.
In heavy 10-12 inch skillet 
heat oil over medium fire. Fry
plantain in hot oil turning, for 
about 5-8 minutes. Put on
of women and a great deal of 
concern on the part of students 
on political issues . . . like the 
upheaval pending in South 
Africa,” she said.
A graduate of Wellesley 
College in East Mas­
sachusetts, Mrs. Stewart has 
joined the Atlanta Wellesley 
Club in order to “expose the 
Wellesley women here to 
Spelman”, she said. She recen­
tly held a luncheon for the 
Wellesley Club and Spelman 
exchange students where she 
gave a talk on Spelman 
College.
“I would like to see a further­
ing of the exchange program 
between Spelman and 
Wellesley,” she said. “Having 
had the experience of going to
they taste as good as they look 
in the book then they too 
should be delicious. So truck on 
down to any spice rack and get 
a jam session go in’ in your kit­
chen ... be nice to your mother 
for a change ... just make sure 
you clean up the mess!
paper towel to drain. Serve 
warm or at room temperature.
TOMATO SALAD (South 
Africa)
2 large firm tomatoes, cut 
sliced crosswise '/»inch thick 
*/2 tsp. salt
lA tsp. sugar
1 fresh hot green chili, 
stemmed, seeded and cut
2 tbl. red wine vinegar
Overlap tomato slices 
slightly in attractive ring. 
Sprinkle with salt and sugar 
and scatter chili on top. Drib­
ble vinegar over and let soak at 
room temp. 15 minutes.
Corrections
President Albert E. Manley 
was notified that Spelman had 
been placed on the list of 
institutions approved for 
membership eligibility in the 
American Association of 
University Women in 1961, 
not 1928 as stated in Vol. 31 
No. 4 of the Spelman 
Spotlight.
Also, Ms. Brenda Hill was 
crowned Miss Maroon and 
White in 1962, not 1928.
Both errors were found in 
“This Month In Spelman’s 
History”. We are very sorry!
Wellesley, I see the need for a 
balance a student can get from 
going from Wellesley and then 
to Spelman.”
In her few spare moments, 
she said she likes walking the 
campus with the family dog, 
“Nicholas” who appears to be 
a dalmation but is a “very 
mixed” breed according to 
Mrs. Stewart.
“I also like having lunch 
with the women on campus 
and would like to think of 
myself as a catalyst for getting 
people together, observing and 
enjoying conversation,” she 
said. “I like being a part of 
such a large group of black 
women and I’m relishing the 
experience!”
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Singer Extraordinaire:Ms, Robin Brown
Continued from page 1
am I going to play? Why did 
they call me?”
“I was told that we were go­
ing to do so and so. I’d never 
heard it before. They started 
first. It happened to be a 
typical pattern, I picked it up.”
After the program people 
came up to Ms. Brown telling 
her that they’d like to get her 
to sing at their church choir. 
Ms. Brown was not com­
plaining about the incident at 
all. In fact, it was apparent, as 
witnessed by Ms. Brown’s ob­
vious enthusiasm, that the in­
cident was one of those 
peculiar and happy memories. 
However, Ms. Brown says that 
she will not be exploited.
“Sometimes people try to 
exploit talent. I will not be 
exploited moneywise. Some 
people want you to do everyth­
ing for money. I won’t put a 
price tag on everything I do. I 
don’t mind helping—but if 
everybody involved is getting 
paid, I’ve got to get paid too!”
Ms. Brown’s rehearsal times 
are broken up into seemingly 
complicated every Mondays, 
first and third Sundays, first 
and third Tuesdays, first and 
second Saturdays, every 
Saturday and once a month.
She plays piano for the 
Atlanta University Center 
Orchestra every second and 
fourth Tuesday.
“I think I can fit it all in 
because I love music,” she 
said. For Ms. Brown, it is as 
simple as that.
Ms. Brown has had quite a 
few impromptu requests in her 
life. Once, Councilman Arthur 
Langford called and asked her 
to play and sing for the produc­
tion of his play, “Life of A 
King.”
“Arthur called me Friday at 
11am and asked me to sing 
with them. When I told him I 
would he said ‘good we’re leav­
ing Saturday! We’re singing 
“Precious Lord,” “Lift Every 
Voice,” “Nobody Knows,” “Oh 
Freedom” and ‘‘God 
Specialize” . . . ’.”
There were several other 
songs Ms. Brown was asked to 
do that she didn’t know. It was 
then Saturday and she was to 
be picked up at 4:15 pm and 
they were to leave at five. She 
was given the words to the 
song on the plane.
“The plane had to go 
extremely high because there 
was a storm. My ears stopped 
up and I couldn’t hear 
anything. When we got there I 
still couldn’t hear. I couldn’t
hear myself sing. It was like 
far, far away.”
Ms. Brown laughed as she 
recalled the experience. 
Somehow she had managed 
and everything came out well 
in the end. So well, in fact, that 
she received a standing 
ovation.
“And I still couldn’t hear!” 
she said.
She particularly enjoyed the 
tour because she was able to 
meet students from various 
college campuses. The play 
was seen on college campuses 
in Illinois, Missouri, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia.
Ms. Brown likes singing 
Gospel best. She explained the 
difference between Gospel and 
Hymnals. “Hymns are stan­
dard, they follow a set form 
like ‘Jesus Keep Me Near the 
Cross.’ Gospel is the music of 
the people, sort of like the 
blues, you sing what you 
feel—‘He Looked Beyond My 
Faults and Saw My Needs’, 
you could sing that ten 
different ways.”
In May of 1977 Ms. Brown 
was asked to perform as a 
feature guest for the Shirley 
Ceasar Show at the Civic 
Center here in Atlanta. Ms. 
Ceasar is considered to be the 
First Lady of Gospel by many.
“One of the promoters for the 
show asked me to sing. He 
heard me on a cassette tape. He 
was at a friend’s house. I don’t 
even know the person he 
knew,” Ms. Brown said in­
credulously. “I sing all over the 
city and people who think 
they’re going to hear someth­
ing they like carry cassettes. 
The promoter asked his friend 
who was singing and he said 
‘some girl at church.’ I was 
singing an arrangement of 
‘The Lord’s Prayer’.”
By going to the church and 
asking around the promoter 
was able to find Ms. Brown. 
Ms. Brown chose the Ben Hill 
choir to accompany her 
because a large choir was re­
quested and because the 
concert was to be held on the 
third Sunday. The response to 
Ms. Brown and the Ben Hill 
choir was “very good!”. As a 
result they had more op­
portunities to perform for 
others.
When asked if she would like 
to take on concert singing Ms. 
Brown said, “I would like to, 
but I wouldn’t be a Shirley 
Ceasar, I would be more like 
my favorite, Edwin Hawkins 
and of course Andre Crouch, 
they’re more piano oriented.”
Ms. Brown has often been 
told that she should go into
rock or soul, especially after 
talent shows when she’d sing 
popular, contemporary songs. 
She said that the uncle who 
bought her the toy piano is a 
staunch believer in this. 
Money is her uncle’s reason for 
wanting her to enter the field, 
she says.
“Gospel is a new field open­
ing up wider and a lot of young 
people are becoming turned on 
to Gospel. I will not say that I 
will never do soul, Aretha 
(Franklin) does soul and a lit­
tle bit of Gospel. I’ll do Gospel 
and a little bit of soul,” Ms. 
Brown said.
“The ministers, they feel 
that that is what God planned 
for me to do. If I don’t do what 
God planned then it’s not go­
ing to work out. Anyway that 
(Gospel) is what I like to do,” 
she said.
Ms. Brown said that upon 
graduation, whatever it is she 
does, she’s going into music. “I 
love to perform,” she said. 
Secondly, she’d like to teach 
pretty much in the same way 
she teaches and directs now, 
applying the techniques she 
acquires in class to the choirs.
“The way I look at it, God 
gave me the talent and I plan 
to use it through Gospel in a 
performing medium so that I 
can carry on his word through 
my music.”
Dr.
Continued from page 4
last week, Dr. Browning 
attended a meeting of The 
Coalition of Women’s Colleges 
in Washington, D.C. Three 
weeks ago she attended a 
Board of Trustees meeting 
with Dr. Stewart in New York, 
and in October there was an 
American Council on 
Education in St. Louis that she 
attended.
Dr. Browning’s res­
ponsibilities do not end at 5 
o’clock or even at midnight 
when she returns from a trip to 
Washington, D.C. Last Tues­
day night when Dr. Browning 
returned from Washington, 
her 6-month old baby was hav­
ing teething problems which 
meant that she would have to 
be up with him for a 
while—from 2:30 a.m. until 
4:30 a.m., to be exact. Then at 
6:30 it was time to rise and 
shine and get ready for work.
Dr. Browning has another 
son who is 7 years old anc 
attends Forest Patton Elemen­
tary School. She has a 
babysitter for each child. For 
the 7 year old a babysitter 
comes to her house from 2:30 
p.m. until 5:30 p.m. Every 
morning she leaves the baby at 
a babysitter near the campus 
and picks him up after work.
Except for visiting a few out 
of town friends when she goes 
on business trips, Dr.
Browning’s social life is 
limited to the holidays. Three 
events she never misses during 
the Christmas season are: The 
Spelman-Morehouse 
Christmas Concert, “The Nut­
cracker Suite”, and the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
Christmas Concert.
Dr. Browning loves to eat, so 
she’ll be visiting lots of res­
taurants as well as friends and 
relatives during her holidays. 
Her favorite foods are seafoods
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and vegetables; she named 
Abbey’s as one of her favorite 
restaurants for good seafood 
dishes.
Her favorite types of 
entertainment are the theatre 
and dance concerts. She also 
enjoys clubs if there’s a guest 
entertainer. Some of the clubs 
she likes are Cisco’s, Max’s in 
the Omni, and Mimi’s.
Dr. Browning is still teach­
ing a course in introductory 
sociology.
by Pamela D. James
The week of November 28th 
was an uneasy one for many 
Spelman students. Many of 
the girls found themselves be­
ing awakened by phone calls 
from their parents over mid­
semester grades. According to 
most of the students 
interviewed, not only was it an 
issue of sending actual grades, 
the timing of the report card 
amplified the problems.
“It was hard to explain to my 
mother that I received so many 
C’s because those classes only 
required a final examination 
and paper. There was no other 
criteria to judge us on,” said 
one student. Another Spelman 
student went on to explain that 
her parents couldn’t believe 
that she was not failing a 
course, because they received 
the grade a week or two before 
the final examination.
The Registrar’s office says 
that the reason for the switch 
from deficiencies to report card 
grades was because they swit­
ched to computer for grade 
processing. The use of 
alphabet grades was only a 
result of this switch. The con­
tinuance of using the alphabet 
system for mid-semester is 
uncertain at this time. As far 
as the timmg, the office went
on to explain that because they 
were receiving grades from 
four or five schools, it was 
rather difficult to manage. But 
this will smooth itself out even­
tually.
One student said that her 
grade point average was 
reported as .88. This made her 
parents think that she ha< 
done nothing the whole 
semester. “Not only were some 
of the grades reported wrong, 
two of my hours were not even 
listed.
Another student went on to 
complain that her parents hat 
just received a bill for ar 
overload, but only 8 hours wer 
reported.
It is certain that the students 
would rather see the mid-tern 
grades reach home before they 
do for the Christmas Holidays. 
“Parents do not need to bi 
reminded of their children’s 
progress right before thv 
holidays.” Another student 
claimed that every parent 
must have called their 
daughter over mid-term 
grades.
Whatever the cause, the cor , - 
puter will be processing mid­
term grades from now on, 
However, the faculty wil 
decide the status of issuing 
alphabet grades at mid-term
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So what makes us special? Is 
it that we have toiled long 
hours in suds up to our elbows 
over someone else’s kitchen 
floor? Is it the way we move, 
slip, slide, and groove to the 
music that only black lovers 
can make? Or is it that we have
endured a host of sorrows that 
have yet to dampen our spirits 
as we constantly face ac­
cusations from all fronts—that 
we are mean, domineering, 
promiscuous, rusty-knee 
amazons?
The following questionnaire 
has been compiled to explore
Questionable
the attitude of black men and 
women towards the different 
facets that make up the 
experiences of black women in 
America. We hope that you will 
take the time to honestly 
answer these questions. You 
may deposit the ques­
tionnaires in labeled boxes at
your school’s library or 
cafeteria. Or you may simply 
bring them by the Spelman 
Spotlight office in the 
Manley Center. Please deposit 
no later than Wednesday, 
February 1, 1978.
This questionnaire is the 
first of a two-part series. The
results and analysis of them 
will appear in future issues. We 
hope that these questions will 
stimulate reflections and re- 
evaluations of the many roles 
of black women and their 
significance to you. Feel free to 
add suggestions and 
comments.
sex ___________ school ____________________________ ___________ age _______ city and state ______________________ ________________________
future occupational area (if student)__ _______________________________________  marital status , ________________________ ___________________
present occupation___________________________________________________________  annual income___________________________ __________________
1. Indicate which of the following characteristics you think generally define
males and females. Write M 
characteristics of your choice.
(male), F (female), or E (eithdfr) beside the
a. independence b. sensitivity c. assertiveness
d. acheivement oriented e. self-sacrificing f. domestic oriented
g. athletic h. artistic i. inquisitive
j- gullible k. sexuality
2. Do you think that the “mother instinct” is innate or a result of socialization?
3. Do you feel that the characteristics that are generally held by men and 
women are a result of socialization—(your values and beliefs as a result of 
family and society teaching) or are they innate (born with)?
4. If you gave innate as your answer for the above question, what is the key 
source of your opinion?
a. personal opinion b. scientific material
c. family, friends, or teachers d. school or outside texts
5. Do you feel that independence and assertiveness in a woman are 
synonymous with being domineering and “ . . . not needing a man”?
6. Refer to question number 1. Check those dharacteristics that you possess.
a._______ b._______ c. _______d. ----------- e. _____  f. -----------
g-------------h. ---------- i. ----------- j- ----------- k ----------
Answer T (true/yes) or F (false/no) or N (no response)
7. Black women have “always been liberated.”
8. Black women traditionally place the family as the number one priority.
9. Black women have had to be exceptionally strong and self-motivated to 
withstand the hardships of being a woman, a Black, and both.
10. Exceptionally strong is equal to domineering and emasculating.
11. Black women have traditionally been supportive of their men’s struggle 
for identity.
12. Black women’s strength and resiliency has been and is appreciated by 
Black men.
13. Black women have always had more job opportunities than men.
14. As a result of affirmative action programs, Black women are receiving 
significant high paying salaries and decision-making positions.
15. If you marked number 14 as true, do you think that as a result Black men 
are at a disadvantage in gaining employment?
16. With greater job opportunities for black women, do you feel that there is a 
rising sense of negative competition and friction between the black men and 
women?
Spotlight Ascertainment
1. On a scale of one to ten, how would you grade the Spotlight?
1-3 4-6 7-9 10
2. Do you think the Spotlight is informative?
Yes No To a degree
3. What would you like to see more of in the Spotlight?
4. What would you like to see less of?
17. If you marked number 16 as true, to whom or what do you attribute this 
situation?
18. Indicate which of the following occupations you feel will best be fulfilled by 
a M (male), F (female), or E (either).
a. nurse g- nursery school teacher
b. principal h. youth program director
c. construction worker i. sales clerk
d. marine biologist j- doctor
e. teacher k. corporate executive
f. engineer 1. farmer
19. Most black women are increasingly feeling confident that they can
successfully master jobs traditionally held by black men.
20. What factors do you think influence feelings of inadequacy, and insecurity 
on the part of many women towards fulfilling leadership roles in the home, 
community, and careers?
21. Black women are repressed by both society and black men.
22. Do the attitudes of white society and black men allow black women the 
opportunities to define themselves?
23. Indicate which of the concepts of the “Women’s Lib Movement” you agree 
with.
equal pay for equal work elimination of sexual discrimination in hir­
ing practices elimination of sexual discrimination in credit practices right
of female breadwinners to claim head of household in a two parent household 
compensation during maternity leave free or low-cost childcare for working
mothers by government or private sector elimination of institutional sexual
stereotyping ratification of ERA
24. Should black women take an active role in combating repression based 
on sex?
25. Black women should channel their energies toward struggling against
a. sexism b. racism c. sexism and racism
26. For c in number 25, does struggling for both take away from either?
27. Are black women in a difficult dilemma in that they must combat sexism 
and, yet still develop a positive on-going relationship with black men as a 
means toward the liberation of black people?
5. What kind of articles would you suggest the Spotlight print?
6. Do you read the editorial page?
Yes No Sometimes
7. Do you read “This Month In Spelman’s History”
Yes No Sometimes
8. What articles, read in the Spotlight, did you like best/least, why?
9. Classification 
Freshman 
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
Faculty Membei 
Administrator
